The Rise of Russia in Asia

short period to the rank of one of the most important agricultural
and industrial regions of the Far East. Her population was 23 mil-
lion in 1920, and about 40 million in 1940, The chief stimulus to
this development came from the two railroads built in Manchuria
by Russia between 1896 and 1903. One of them, in the southern
part of Manchuria, had to be turned over to Japan in 1905, and
has since then served as the initial base of a great development of
southern Manchuria as a Japanese protectorate.

Northern Manchuria, on the other hand, constituted the Russian
zone and its development was based on the Russian-owned Chinese
Eastern Railway. Though lagging behind the Japanese zone in
progress, northern Manchuria also showed signs of a speedy evo-
lution. It was larger in area (310,000 square miles) than the Japa-
nese zone (80,000 square miles); the Japanese zone, however, was
densely populated. More than half of Manchuria's inhabitants
lived (as they also do today) in the southern zone. Before the con-
struction of the railroads, in the nineties, northern Adanchuria had
a population of about 2 million. This figure rose to 5,700,000 in
1908, 8,000,000 in 1914, and 14,000,000 in 192 8.10 The rapid
growth was due to Chinese immigration, which amounted to
several hundred thousand a year. In both the Russian and the Japa-
nese zones the Chinese were about 95 per cent of the population,
and today, too, the Chinese represent a similarly large percentage*
From a legal point of view Manchuria was a province of China,
Neither the Chinese Government nor the government of any
other nation ever recognized the colonial or semicolonial status of
the country* Russia's rights were based on the treaty of 1896 con-
cerning the Manchurian railroads by which China had agreed to
cede to Russia, for the duration of the Russian ownership of the
railroads (80 years), "lands which are necessary for the building,
maintenance, and guarding of the railroad"; these lands to be "free
from estate taxes, the railroad company to possess the exclusive
right to administer its lands." China was generous at the beginning,
and agreed to lease to Russia a large belt of land alongside the
railroad tracks, particularly at points where stations were to be
built. This leased territory was so extensive that large cities soon
emerged in the Russian-owned territories. The total area of the
leased lands was 232,000 acres; 29,000 acres of this land later be-
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